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ROOFS

Roofs are the most vulnerable surface where embers land 
EHFDXVH�WKH\�FDQ�ORGJH�DQG�VWDUW�D�ÀUH��5RRI�YDOOH\V��RSHQ�
ends of barrel tiles and rain gutters are all points of entry.

EAVES

(PEHUV�FDQ�JDWKHU�XQGHU�RSHQ�HDYHV�DQG�LJQLWH�H[SRVHG�
wood or other combustible material.

VENTS

Embers can enter the attic or other concealed spaces and 
ignite combustible materials. Vents in eaves and cornices are 
SDUWLFXODUO\�YXOQHUDEOH��DV�DUH�DQ\�XQVFUHHQHG�YHQWV��1HZ�
YHQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�GHYHORSHG�WKDW�SUHYHQW�ÁDPH�DQG�HPEHUV�
from getting through to the attic.

WALLS

Combustible siding or other combustible or overlapping ma�
terials provide surfaces or crevices for embers to nestle and 
ignite.
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(PEHUV�FDQ�HQWHU�JDSV�LQ�GRRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�JDUDJH�GRRUV��
Plants or combustible storage near windows can be ignited 
IURP�HPEHUV�DQG�JHQHUDWH�KHDW�WKDW�FDQ�EUHDN�ZLQGRZV�DQG�
or melt combustible frames.
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Embers can collect in or on combustible surfaces or the un�
GHUVLGHV�RI�GHFNV�DQG�EDOFRQLHV��LJQLWH�WKH�PDWHULDO�DQG�HQWHU�
the home through walls or windows.

7R�KDUGHQ�\RXU�KRPH�HYHQ�IXUWKHU��FRQVLGHU�SURWHFWLQJ�\RXU�
KRPHV�ZLWK�D�UHVLGHQWLDO�ÀUH�VSULQNOHU�V\VWHP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
WR�H[WLQJXLVKLQJ�D�ÀUH�VWDUWHG�E\�DQ�HPEHU�WKDW�HQWHUV�\RXU�
KRPH��LW�DOVR�SURWHFWV�\RX�DQG�\RXU�IDPLO\�\HDU�URXQG�IURP�DQ\�
ÀUH�WKDW�PD\�VWDUW�LQ�\RXU�KRPH�

Construction materials and the quality of the defensible space surrounding it are 
ZKDW�JLYHV�D�KRPH�WKH�EHVW�FKDQFH�WR�VXUYLYH�D�ZLOGÀUH��(PEHUV�IURP�D�ZLOGÀUH�ZLOO�
ÀQG�WKH�ZHDN�OLQN�LQ�\RXU�KRPH·V�ÀUH�SURWHFWLRQ�VFKHPH�DQG�JDLQ�WKH�XSSHU�KDQG�
EHFDXVH�RI�D�VPDOO��RYHUORRNHG�RU�VHHPLQJO\�LQFRQVHTXHQWLDO�IDFWRU��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�
DUH�PHDVXUHV�\RX�FDQ�WDNH�WR�VDIHJXDUG�\RXU�KRPH�IURP�ZLOGÀUH��:KLOH�\RX�PD\�QRW�
EH�DEOH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�DOO�WKH�PHDVXUHV�OLVWHG�EHORZ��HDFK�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�\RXU�KRPH·V��
DQG�SRVVLEO\�\RXU�IDPLO\·V��VDIHW\�DQG�VXUYLYDO�GXULQJ�D�ZLOGÀUH�

$OO�VXJJHVWLRQV�DQG�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DUH�EDVHG�RQ�6WDWH�&RGHV�DQG�5HJXODWLRQV��VSHFLÀ�
FDOO\�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�%XLOGLQJ�&RGH�&KDSWHU��$��&DOLIRUQLD�)LUH�&RGH��DQG�7LWOH����)LUH�6DIH�
5HJXODWLRQV��&RQWDFW�\RXU�ORFDO�ÀUH�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�GHSDUWPHQW�IRU�VSHFLÀF�UHTXLUHPHQWV�
or recommendations for your community.


